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item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7042—National Forest
Products Week, 1997
October 17, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America’s forests are a precious resource,

making numerous rich contributions not only
to the natural splendor of our Nation, but
also to the well-being of our people. Whether
part of the vast acreages that make up our
industrial, State, and National forests or rural
woodlots and urban forests, they offer us
clean water and air, priceless wildlife habitat
and fisheries, welcome settings for recre-
ation, and breathtaking beauty. Our forests
also provide us with more tangible products
essential to everyday living: wood and paper
products for our homes, schools, and offices,
and even medicines and food.

While the wood products we harvest from
our forests can be so durable that they last
for centuries, forest ecosystems themselves
are very fragile. America’s growing popu-
lation and urban expansion are putting ever-
increasing demands on forest lands and re-
sources. We must work together to devise
imaginative forest management approaches
that will allow us to preserve and cultivate
healthy forest ecosystems, meet the need for
forest products, provide jobs for those who
depend on forests for their livelihood, and
continue to offer Americans enjoyable rec-
reational opportunities.

Fortunately, forest research is equipping
us with vital knowledge that can help us to
balance the many and varied demands on our
woodlands. Thanks to such research, we are
now using new products and innovative tech-
nologies and employing new recycling meth-
ods that not only extend the available supply
of raw materials, but also help us to process
those materials more efficiently and with
fewer harmful by-products. This use of
science to balance the needs of our people
both for forest products and a healthy envi-
ronment will help us to achieve our goal of
sustainable forest management.

All of us are indebted to past generations
of Americans whose vision and generosity
preserved so many of our Nation’s great for-
ests for our use and pleasure. Now it falls
to us to continue their wise stewardship so
that we may pass on to future generations
this priceless natural legacy.

In recognition of the central role our for-
ests play in the long-term welfare of our Na-
tion, the Congress, by Public Law 86–753
(36 U.S.C. 163), has designated the week be-
ginning on the third Sunday in October of
each year as ‘‘National Forest Products
Week’’ and has authorized and requested the
President to issue a proclamation in observ-
ance of this week.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 19 through Oc-
tober 25, 1997, as National Forest Products
Week. I call upon all Americans to observe
this week with appropriate ceremonies and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of October,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-seven, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 20, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 21. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 7043—National
Character Counts Week, 1997
October 17, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The roots of America’s greatness are em-

bedded in the character of its citizens. From
our Founders’ passion for justice and equality
to the social consciousness and humanitarian
spirit of today’s citizens, the character of our
people has inspired the world. Undeniably,
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character does count for our citizens, our
communities, and our Nation, and this week
we celebrate the importance of character in
our individual lives and in the life of our
country.

Instilling sound character in our children
is essential to maintaining the strength of our
Nation into the 21st century. The core ethical
values of trustworthiness, fairness, respon-
sibility, caring, respect, and citizenship form
the foundation of our democracy, our econ-
omy, and our society. These qualities are not
innate but learned, and we must ensure that
we nurture them—both through our words
and our example—in our Nation’s young
people.

More than any other institution, the family
is the cradle of character, giving children
their first crucial lessons in attitude and be-
havior. In today’s complex society, where
children are subject to pressures and nega-
tive influences rarely experienced by earlier
generations, parents face great challenges as
they strive to impart to their children the val-
ues that will help them become caring and
responsible members of society.

My Administration has worked hard to
give parents new tools to help them fulfill
their important responsibilities. We worked
to require V-chips on all new televisions to
give parents greater control over what their
children watch; we collaborated with the tel-
evision industry to encourage the airing of
more educational programming for children;
and we negotiated a breakthrough agreement
with the entertainment and broadcast indus-
tries to create a voluntary ratings system that
will help parents identify programs contain-
ing material inappropriate for children. Our
proposed funding for the Anti-Gang and
Youth Violence Strategy will provide for
after-school initiatives in communities across
the country to help keep young people occu-
pied in wholesome activities, off the streets,
and out of trouble while their parents are
at work.

Schools also have an important role in edu-
cating our young people about the difference
between right and wrong. My Administration
has recognized this by creating partnerships
with the States to help our schools do a better
job of teaching character to America’s stu-
dents. Our push for rigorous standards and

our promise to open the doors of college to
all students who work hard let students know
that good character really does count and will
be rewarded with expanded opportunity. We
also should encourage and commend the
schools across our country that have begun
to incorporate volunteer service as a curricu-
lum requirement, teaching students the im-
portant life lessons of sharing, compassion,
and civic responsibility.

Developing strong values in America’s
children requires the participation of all our
people. As we observe this special week, I
ask that all Americans demonstrate in their
personal and public lives, and teach actively
to our country’s children, the high ethical
standards that are essential to good character
and to the continued success of our Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 19
through October 25, 1997, as National Char-
acter Counts Week. I call upon the people
of the United States, government officials,
educators, religious, community, and busi-
ness leaders, and the States to commemorate
this week with appropriate ceremonies, ac-
tivities, and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of October,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-seven, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:38 a.m., October 20, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 21. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
October 18, 1997

Good morning. This week Hillary and I
have been visiting our neighbors in South
America. Along with the distinguished Amer-
ican delegation of Congressmen, several
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